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Theaterfest receives $50,000 gift from Montecito Bank & Trust

December 1, 2020 --Solvang Theaterfest has received a gift of $50,000 from Montecito Bank &
Trust (MB&T); designated for IMAGINE! Building the Future — The $4.7 Million Capital Campaign
for Solvang Festival Theater. In recognition of this generous gift, Theaterfest will rename its
Patron Garden Stage to include the bank’s name.

“We are honored by the generosity of Montecito Bank & Trust,” says Chris Nielsen, Solvang
Theaterfest Board Chair. “They have been tremendous partners on this project and have
supported so many other businesses and causes here in the Valley.”

This gift is another example of MB&T’s-history of corporate philanthropy in the local
communities it serves. They annually donate 1.5 million dollars and volunteer more than 7,500
hours to nonprofit organizations in Santa Barbara and Ventura counties.

“Solvang Theaterfest is a beloved landmark in the Valley, providing unique cultural enrichment
for all North County residents,” says Janet Garufis, Chairman and CEO. “It is truly a one-of-a-
kind outdoor venue under the stars, and we are incredibly fortunate to have this stage that not
only showcases nationally recognized artists, but also supports critical fundraising and
educational efforts for several other local nonprofits.”

After decades of enjoyment, Solvang Festival Theater now requires a renewed investment from
the community to sustain its vibrant legacy as a cultural and community anchor for decades to
come. Thanks to generous actions such as these from MB&T, to date the capital campaign has
reached 59 percent of its $4.7 million goal. The project will strengthen and modernize the
Theater, address aging infrastructure, and improve accessibility, technical capability and
audience amenities.

The construction project is slated to start in the Fall of 2021.

Solvang Theaterfest looks forward to bringing the magic of live performance in the Theater to
the Solvang community and its visitors as soon as possible.


mailto:exec.director@solvangtheaterfest

For more information please visit our website: www.solvangfestivaltheater.org
Or contact:

Scott Coe, Solvang Theaterfest

Executive Director

(805) 686-1789 (office)

exec.director@solvangtheaterfest.org.
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Front Row, L to R: Monica Trouve’-Sapp, SVP Regional Commercial Banking Officer, Andy
Rodriguez, VP/Branch Manager II, Linda Johansen, Community Relations Representative

,Chris Nielsen, Theaterfest Board Chair, Dr. Ann Foxworthy-Lewellen, Theaterfest Capital
Campaign Chair. Back Row, L to R: Scott Coe, Theaterfest Executive Director, Ken Verkler,
MB&T Director, Rick Weber, Wealth Management VP/Portfolio Manager.
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